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Saban and the Ancient recently won the POW 2006/07 book of the year for “Action/Adventure”

1Q.  What can you tell me about the plot, without giving away any spoilers?

1A. Saban is a nice, quiet guy who would like nothing more than to curl up with a stack of books all day.  But because of The Ancient, the uber-covert organization mentioned in the title, he is unfortunately thrust into circumstances where he must take charge.  By contrast, he is surrounded by women (Fax, Margo and Spar) who are natural born leaders, who could just as easily roll right over him without batting an eye.  And he appreciates all of them, perhaps one more than the rest.  So he has to carefully choose his battles – not like real life at all, is it? – both with his relationships and with the bad guys.  And that is where we begin.  It’s action/adventure on the outside with a chewy interpersonal center.
2Q. So it’s action adventure.  What makes it different than any other book out there?

2A. Because Saban and The Ancient doesn’t really fit into any one genre.  I’ve tried to label it as Action/Adventure, because many people are comforted by labels, but the book has strong fantasy and paranormal elements, sci-fi and espionage elements.  There are some moments when you might think it’s chick-lit, and then it swings back into a full testosterone boogie.

3Q. But I’ve seen it in the young adult section.  Is it at least a young adult book?

3A. No, not really.  It’s clean enough that it won’t exclude teenagers, and I did that deliberately.  I wanted Saban and The Ancient to be an intriguing read for adults AND a good read for teens.  But unless the reader is well-rounded, they may not get the references to Monty Python, or Rush…or Descartes.  However, teens might get the one Pokemon joke that most adults will miss.

4Q.  Descartes and Pokemon, huh?  What else do you throw in there?

4A.  Oh, whatever comes up.  Nietzsche.  Lenny Kravitz.  The flying Elvises.  Some American history.  Outkast.  You know, it’s amazing how much random data we reference daily in a post-modern culture.  I’m just tapping into it.  Even trivia is passé nowadays – we have trivia about trivia – meta-trivia, if you will.  Incidentally, I just coined that word.  A small usage fee will apply.

5Q. So who is your target audience?

5A.  Really, it’s anyone who like a good story with action and humor, from early teens to octogenarians.  I’ve gotten great feedback from people my age, as well as teenagers.  The best compliment I’ve gotten so far was from a seventy year old man, a rather discriminating reader, who told me he was hooked by Chapter 2, and that he really enjoyed it.  It’s nice to know that someone who has much more life experience than I do could be so engaged.  It’s humbling.

6Q.  Do you envision this as a series?

6A.  Absolutely. I’m 150 pages into Book Two: Saban and The Betrayer, and I have the story plotted out in fair detail through the middle of Book Four.  So I’m thinking five books total, just to wrap things up.  

7Q.  How did you choose the topic of espionage?  Are you qualified in some way?

7A.  Actually, I am.  I had a Top Secret security clearance before my 18th birthday and served in Army intelligence for a number of years before changing branches. Eventually, I got my commission, and like most Army officers, I was trained to be an infantry officer before anything else, so my hand-to-hand skills didn’t stink, either.
8Q.  What was your motivation for writing? 

8A.  I got tired of seeing story after story that caters to the lowest common denominators of the human existence.  I wanted to see a story that was dependent on plot, not shock.  And I wanted it to be clean enough that I wouldn’t cringe if I saw my own family members reading it.  So I took a few ideas that I had, fleshed them out over a period of a few weeks, wrote the back story, character analyses and time-lines and then started writing.
9Q.  Where do you see this series going?
9A.  In the first book, we only learn that the Ancient go back many years, decades even.  But that is just the tip of the iceberg.  The full back story spans millennia, and Saban and Margo and the twins will be in the thick of the culmination of all these events, depending on which ones live that long.  I think that before I finish the final book, I’ll hear comparisons between my series and The Da Vinci Code.  Hopefully favorable comparisons.  I never read it, but I hear it was good.

